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Greetings to all our esteemed readers!

Mew Year Greetings to all readers and
members of the Diocesan family from the
editorial team- Rew. Bruce, Rewv Subha,
Malcolm, Nikhil and Rev. Ipe!

It is six months since we reached out to
yvou through cur Diocesan Mews Letter
Due to COVID restrictions  this issue also
is a double volume covering the perigd of
July to December 2021 . During these six
months  we experienced some kind of
improvement in COVID situation . Things
were falling back to normal , but now
conditions have changed and a new wave
of the pandemic has emerged in the form
of Omicron. Everything has slippad back
to square one!

In the last issue we discussed briefly
about the emerging “new normal”
situation and the challenge before us to
adjust and get used to the new normal.
We have observed that the new normal
situation has affected the whole world
and, in  turn , the community of our
diocese also. We were encouraged to
learn and understand the different aspects
of the new normal. Another task was to
measure the impact of the new normal on
our life, We wish to make the following
observations about the impact of the new
normal situation created by the pandemic.
1. The new normal situation is a shut-in
condition for all people which involve
limitation of movements and activities. In
children this condition has made them
hyperactive at home, reduced motivation
in studies because they miss their class
and friends , and physical ailments due to
lack of exercise of body. 2. Mental health
prablems, Lack of social activities,
limited opportunities for self expression
and lack of space for venting out emotions
create conditions of mental ill health. 3.
Lethargy towards spiritual matters like
worship, Sunday Schools, Bible studies
and fellowship meetings which take place
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virtually because they lack the warmth of
physical togetherness. 4. Drying of
emotions and sentiments. This is related
to mental health. We have been
witnessing the suffering and death of our
dear ones and their burial in plastic bags
and our inability to bid them farewell in
person. Watching death and burial
virtually has been leading to the
numbness of mind and drying of tears.
Pastors and parish as a whole need to
innovate new strategies for resolving all
these issues. Mew methodologies which
focus on the individuals and families to
rebuild and refurbish them are to be
formulated and implemented. It is good
to know that several of our pastors have
undergone  training in mental health
though courses arranged by Synod.

In this issue we have included Bishop's
Christmas message also in addition to the
regular message. Bishop’s message of
hope in the midst of sufferings and pain
and the affirmation that incarnation
happens to give us divine company in the
midst of our pain is very comforting.
Other items include Bible study from Rew.
Shubh and Rev. Neelesh Singh, reports
and write ups of various youth and
women's activities, World Sunday Schoal
Day , Cathedral fete and Nine Lessons
Carol service, IT education programme,
Bandhavgarh sessions, Colourful pictures
of all programmes and activities.

We congratulate Revd. Ajay Umesh
James, one of our Pastors who was
elected and consecrated as the Bishop on
Sth December and installed as Bishop of
Chhattisgarh on 9th December in Raipur.

We wish all readers happy reading and
safety from the Pandemic.

Editorial Team

ipejoseph@ rediffmall.com
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Dearly Beloved in Jesus Christ,

In this Mew Year I greset you all in the name of
our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. In this
year's Christmas message [ raised the issue of
“how to reconcile the hope of Christmas with
the pain and suffering we are undergoing due
to the pandemic™. We sought the answer to this
question by looking at the history. The birth of
Jesus happened in a time when people of God
were undergoing similar pain and suffering due
to the oppression of Romans and also that of
the religious leaders. This is the ripeness of
time when we need a saviour most. My Mew
Year message also was one of hope. However,
my forecast was that 2022 will not be a more
comfartable wear than 2021. MNow it has
become a reality. We had a short period of relief
from COVID-19 in the second half of 2021.
Mow the pandemic has become more Severs in
thiz Mew Year by taking new forms like the
Omicron. We need to  train ourselves in
forbearance and patience.

Though we had much COVID restrictions our
diccese continued worship  services and
meditation on the word of God. Let us glance
through the past six months. In the month of
July 2021 we were deliberating on the theme of
stewardship. The high qualities of stewardship
namely, transparency and accountability are
missing from all areas of our life. We need to
train  ourselves in  these qualities. We
remembered the life of St. Thomas on July 3rd.
In August we celebrated our Independence day
on the one hand .and on the other hand,
observed the black day against the
discrimination of Dalits supported by the
Presidential Order of 1950. In September we
concentrated on the theme of education and
paid homage to all our teachers. Education is
the key to the future of our nation. October, we
reflected on the priesthood of the laity. Though
our Lord has given this privilege to all His
people we had been reluctant te accept that
privilege and practice it in real life. November
was our Unity month when we revisited our
motto of Unity, Witness and Service and
celebrated the 51st year of the formation of
CNI on 29th. On December 5th we observed
the Bible Sunday and made our contribution to
the spreading of the gospel through the
production and distribution of the Bible. The

Bishop's Message

The Mast Rev Or P C Singh
Bichop Diccese Of Jabalpur CMI

nine lessans carols was held in a solemn way in

Christ Church Cathedral in the month of

December along with the <elebration of our

Jz%tialnur Digcesan day on the 13th December
1.

I am happy to note that, in spite of all COVID
restrictions, we were  able to fulfil our
programmes and activities of the Pastors,
Youth, Women and children . The IT education
far Pastors conducted by Mr Malcalm Tully and
Piyush Singh was a timely need. It was good
that our diocesan youth  were able to
participate in the training course organized by
CNI SBSS under the leadership of Mr Soumya
Mohanty and others in Bhandhavgarh . We
thank God that we were able to hold the Vikas
Asha Kendra fete this year in 2 large scale as
wsual. I congratulate Mrs. Mora Singh and all
those who gave leadership in this great event.
We all are happy that Rewd. Ajay Umesh
James from Jabalpur diocese was consecrated
as the Bishep on 5th December and installed as
Bishop of Chhattisgarh on Sth December in
Raipur. I request you to uphold hirm, his family
and the diocese in prayer. Let me remind 2ll
pastors to take care of the mental and physical
health for themselves and their parishioners.

With Blessings,

The Most Rev. Dr. P. C. Singh
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Christmas Message

Dear Members of the Diocesan Family,

“Glory o Ged in the highest and goodwill to all
in whom God is pleased!”

The key words of Christimas are Joy and Peace,
Joy makes us jubilant o shout out, “Glory o God
in the highest” and Peace enables us to share
goodwill with all humanity and all of God's
creation,  This vear | wish to add another key
word “Hope™ to my greetings because it is
something which makes my life going forward in
the midst of struggles. It is the guiding light,
which sometimes is far, but always clear. [ wish
to share this assurance of hope which our Lord
has promised with all the members of the
Diocesan family, especially o those who pass
through difficult times.

We are eagerly waiting for the arrival of the Baby
in the Bethlehem manger. Yet, our minds are full
of pain and agony which we ¢ontinue 1o face
because of the pandemic and other wrbulent
conditions of our life today, Almost two vears of
absence from regular worship services and
regular participation in the activities of the
church, offices, schools and other instiutions has
thrown off the smooth rhythm of our life. An
inner lethargy stll haunts our munds, Pastors arg
unable w visit houses freely and interact and pray
with family members. Many parents are afraid w
send the children 1o school even though schools
are fully open. Offices and other work places
have only limited amendance, Many people sull
suffer under health problems relaed o the
pandemic. A large number have lost their job,
Poverty has come o make life difficult for
ordinary people. All these together have affected
the mental health of the community, family and
individuals.

Let me return to the theme of hope which s
directly related to incarnation. Jesus was bom
when the time was “ripe”, It was a period of

darkness, oppression and frustration for God's
people. The stwation was similar to the sitwation
we are in now. The zood news is that incamation
takes place in the midst of human pain, suffering
and hopelessness and transforms them 0 an
occasion of Joy, Peace and Hope.

Let me make a few suggestions for vou. We had
several workshops at Synod, Regional and
Diocesan levels on enhancing mental health of
Pastors, teachers, familiez, children and
mdividuals with special needs, We must make a
conscions effont o improve and restore the
conditions of mental health of all these
categories,  This exercise needs much patience
and willingness 1w invest our time and other
resources, General dealings with groups does not
help in the beginning. We need o focus on each
person, be it the elderly, the voung and a child,
Each person has  undergone  herhis  own
traumatic experiences and hence the need w
focus on individuals, Most of all, let us regam the
power of prayer staving as close as possible o
our Lord Jesus who understands the inner
vearnings of our hearts and responds to our cry,
My family and 1, would like 10 wish vou all a
Blessed Christmas and a Very Happy, prosperous
and a safe New Year 2022,

The Most Rev. Dr. P C, Singh
Moderator CNI Symod &
Bishop Diocese of Jabalpur
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The Incredible Journey of faith
Hebrews 11:8-10

In the Bible we can see so many people who
walked with faith i God.

Can vou name them? Who are they?

The Incredible Journey of faith - what does it
mean 1o live by faith in an uncertain world?

Hebrews 11 offers us a long list of men and
women who obeyed God even when things
didnt always work out the way they expected.
The names written there are like a biblical hall
of fame:

1. Abel . . Enoch . . Moah . . Abraham . Sarah |
Cdacob | Joseph . Moses | | Joshua . David.
2. They are Different people, different stories,
they live in separate times & circumstances,

3. The men and women whose stories are told in
this particular chaprer differ in every way but
one thing was similar: Whart they did, they did
by faith.

Our focus in this message is on the man we
often call “Father Abraharm.” In the Bible he
stands as the preeminent example of a man who
lived by faith.

Hebrews 11:8-10 tells how he obeyed God's
call ar great personal sacrifice, It tells us what he
did; more importantly, it tells us why he did i
And it clearly shows us that obeying God
doesn’t always work out the way we think it
will.

What does it mean 1o live by faith in an uncer-
tain world?

What 15 Faith? Hebrews 11:1

I: Living by faith means accepting God's call
without knowing where it will lead.

Mow the Lord had said to Abram: "Get owt of
your country, from vour family and from your fa-

Rev Subla

howse, toa land that Twill show you. [ will make
vou a greal nation; 1 will bless vou and make
vour name great; and vou shall be a blessing, |
will bless those who bless yvou, and T will curse
him who curses you: and in you all the families
of the eanth shall be blessed.”

“By faith Abraham obeyed when he was called
to go out to a place that he was to receive as an
inheritance, And he went out, not knowing
where he was going™ (Hebrews 11:8),

Obeying God's call meant giving up his friends,
his career, his waditions, his home, his position,
his influence, and his country. More than that, it
meant risking his health and his future on a
vague promise from an unseen God to lead him
to “a land that [ will show vou™ (Genesis 12:1).
When Abraham left Ur, he bumed his bridges
behind him, For him there could be no wrning
back. Once he left the walls of Ur, he was on his
own, following God's call into the unknown.
“He gave all that wp?™ “Yes,”

Abraham truly didn’t know where he was
going, didn’t know how he would get there,
didn’t know how long it would take, and didn’t
even know for sure how he would know he was
there when e got there.

All he knew was that God bad called him.
Everything else was up in the air.

If you truly wam to do God's will, sometimes
vou will find vourself exactly where Abraham
wias—seiing out on a néw journey that doesn’t
seem to make sense from the world’s point of
VIEW,

How would he ever explain his decision to leave
the comfort of Ur for the uncenainty of a long
trek across the desert?

The only cenainty he had was that God had
called him and he must obey. The rest was
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shrouded in myvstery.

Hebrews 11:8 says he “obeyed and wem™
There was no greater miracle in his life than
that.

God called; he obeved, That truth was the secret
of his life. He stepped out in faith even though
there were no  guarantees about his own
personal future,

2: Living by faith means stepping out for God
and leaving the results to him.

The life of faith means, I am going to be the
man or woman God wants me 1o be, no matter
where it leads. | don't know the fimure, but |
trust him o work owt the details. In the
meantime, 1 step out by faith and follow where
he leads me.”

That the second great truth about living by faith.

3: Living by faith means waiting on God 1o keep
his promises.

“By faith he went to live in the land of promise,
as in a foreign land, living in tents with Isaac
and Jacob, heirs with him of the same promise,”™
{Hebrews 11:99.

That's Abraham. He didn’t own anything in the
Promised Land, God had promised w give him
the land: vet he lived like a stranger in a foreign
country

God had promised him the land . . . but he had
to seratch out an existence in tents, Hundreds of
vears would pass before the promise was
completely fulfilled.

A third principle at work in Abraham’s life is the
ultimate key to the life of faith,

4: Living by faith means never taking vour eves
off heaven,
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“For he was looking forward 1o the city that has
foundations, whose designer and builder is
God.” (Hebrews 11:10),

Abraham was “looking forward™ 10 a eiry; it
really means that he never found what he was
looking for in this life

Wersel0. Abraham looked for a city with
foundations—that is, for a “city,” not a lonely
spot in the desert, He wanted to live in a place
filled with other people. He also looked for a
city with “foundations,” a place with security
and permanence that could not be found in a
tent.

That meant he was looking for a city designed
and built by God. Why? Because all earthly
cities eventually erumble to dust.

Mo wonder Abraham was locking for a city built
and designed by God. Revelation 21 describes
that city as “the new Jerusalem, coming down
out of heaven from God” (v. 2}, In his vision
John saw a city of breathiaking beauty, shining
with the glory of Gaod, “ns radimnce hike a most
rare jewel, like a jasper, clear as crvstal”™ (v. 11).
Christians have always looked o the New
Jerusalem as the final abode for the people of
God, the place where we will spend eternity
together in the presence of the Lord. But note
this. Heaven is a city. It's a real place filled with

real people,

Abraham knew he was going to heaven and that
changed his whole perspective on hife, He knew
ot just that he was going to die, but that afier
death he was going to enter a city God had
designed and made.

Hebrews  11:10  sayvs  that  Abraham  was
motivated by a vision of something the people
around lum simply couldn’t grasp, He was
looking forward 10 something they couldn't see
at all. Following God will sometimes lead vou
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to make decisions that those around vou simply
will mot understand.

When that happens, all vou can do is to explain
things as best you can, and then set off to obey
God's call, leaving the resulis i his hands,

If vou ever decide to make God's will the grear
priority of your life, you will discover that it is
indeed an incredible journey,

Like Abraham of old, your search for God's will
will lead you out of vour comfort zone into the
exciting arena of living by faith. Along the way,
vou will discover that vou can indeed survive
without absoluie certainty about what tomormow
will bring. You may even learn to enjoy living
on the edge between faith and absolute disaster,
In any case, knowing God's will will cease to be
an academic exercise, like doing your
homework before soing o bed at might. Instead,
it will become the most exciting adventure
you've ever known as vou set out into the
unknown to follow God wherever he leads vou,
What is emphasized from Abraham's life is his
trust m God. Trust is the most powerful fro, the
strongest, clearest evidence, of belief. Trust is
Faith in action, setting a truly converted person
apart from one who believes only intellectually.
The Christian must live his life by faith,

Abraham saw Christ as the Savior and Author of
etemal  salvation m s minds  eve and
demonstrated his trust in this fact through his
conduct, Abraham's proceeding on despite not
knowing where he was going demonstrates that
he put himself unreservedly in God's hands. He
actually performed what he said he believed
despite its potential cost. His feet, as it were,
gave preof of what was i his heart by where
and how he walked.

God expects us o follow the same trustiul
amitude that motivated Abraham’s actions.

Abraham's obedient response sugzesis that no
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prowd, siiff-necked rebel will be in the Kingdom
of God. No one wrapped up in himself will
survive this difficult path, only those whe by
faith are humbly submissive to God's will.

The call of Abraham is told with dramatic
simplicity m Genesis 12:1.

Abraham is the supreme example of faith.

(7). Abraham's faith was the faith that was ready
for adventure.

It is sometimes necessary for the Christian to
take the way o which the voice of God is
calling  him  without knowing  what  the
consequences will be, Like Abraham he has 1o
20 out not knowing where he is going.

(). Abraham's faith was the faith which had
patience.

The man of faith is the man whose hope is
flaming bright and whose effont is intensely
strenuous even in the grey days when there is
rething to do but w wait.

(111). Abraham's faith was the faith which waz
lookmng beyond this world,

God cannot give us the vision unless we permit
himy, but if we wait upon him, even in carth's
diesert places be will send vs the vision and with
it the toil and wouble of the way become all
worthwhile,

It is owr turn that do we live by faith,

Abraham left all the pleasures, comfort and
moved towards God.

Are we willing to hear his call and 1o obey?
Are we willing 10 follow Him? It is the time to
examine ourselves

Abraham faith expressed in obedience and
patience

He left every thing

He waited patiently for a new city which he had
MEVer seen

In this technological World, without faith How
will we reach the destination

By faith Abraham obeyed the call of God.

By fanth Abraham waited for the promise of
Godd.
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Women Fellowship for Christian Services,
Disciples Church of Chnist, TN, Jabalpur

Women Fellowship for Christian Services, Disciples Church of Chrisi, CNIL Jabalpur had organized One Day
Seminar for Wormen on 6th Mov, 2021 based on the Theme - “Effect of Modern Technology in Christian
Family” under the guidance of our presbyier In=charge Fev. 5. Nilesh Singh. The main verse taken from Bible
was “She watches over the alTairs of her howsehold and does not eat the bread of idelness™ (Froverbs: 31-27).
This Seminar was conducted in Three Scssions, First Scssion’s Main Speaker was Mrs, Nora Singh, the first lady
of CNI, Synod and the Director Vikas Asha Kendra, The subject is “Effect of Modern Technology between [

Hushand and Wife,” Madam Nora Singh in her message tught thar today, in every family modern technology is oa

affected very badly and the parems specially mother should watch very minutely their children’s activities and 7
teach what is good for their chaldren. The Second and Third Sessions” Main Speaker was Rev. Mrs, Sharley Lall,
Programme Director, Syned, CNI Delhi. The subject was “Effect of Modern Technology between parents &
their children and in our vouth — habit or addict™, Rew, Shirley Lall in her message said that the modem
technology is very good, if it is used for good causcs, but also very bad, if'it is used for bad causes, The resulis are
good or bad depends upon its uses. She taught that the area of using modern technologies e, Mabile, Whatsapp,
Coogle, Internet is very vast. This is the responsibility of parenes that they should each their children as well as
youth how to use these social modia apps for their growth, In this Seminar, we organized different interesting
Games also, in which, the women enjoved very much. We have invited all the Local Pastors of CNI and Women
Fellowship Members of different churches, Al the women had a blessed vime and leamt theough biblical
characters that how Christian fumly grow spinmally and lives kappily in this modemn technology nme.

Mrs, Chandra Prabha Masih
Treasurer

Mrs, Moona Pandit Mrs, Leena David

President
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Youth Month

The month of September is usually observed as
Youth Month in the Diocese of Jabalpur, This
year's theme was from the Book of Joshua Chapier
I v 9" Bestrong and courageous”

As we all are aware that the days of Youthhood are
challenging as we have lot of carthly distractions
But 2t the same time through this fellowship we
have the opportunity 1o learn more about the Word
of God and o grow in the Lord together.

Several meetings were held by the Youth Office
bearers of different Churches and a detailed order
was finalised towards the Youth Weeks that would
b held by various Church Youth Groups.

Each Church had kept distinet competitions for the
Youth,

Keeping in mind the Covid protecal, only a three
day Youth Week was organised by each Church
and a maximum of 50 people were allowed 10
witness and participate in these competitions,

The Youth Week began with a Devotion Service
where our Guest of Honour was Mrs, Nora Singh,
The First Ladv of CNI, SYNOD and Director of
Vikas Asha Kendra, who also shared the Word of
Giod wath us and encournged the Youth to actvely
parmicipate i the work of the Lord.

The first Youth Week was conducted by Christ
Church Cathedral. Everyday the Prise & Worship
was led by the Church Youth Group consishing of
21 members. Pastors  from ether Churches,
Principals of the member schools and the active
parishioners  helped  in judging  various
compeiitions,

We all had the privilege o have the presence of our
Hom, Moderator The Most Rev, Dr, B C, Singh and
Mrs, MNora Singh on the final day and they helped
ws in giving away the prizes.

The second Yourth Week was held in Disciples
Church of Christ where the Youth Group helped us
with leaming new Worship Songs,

Many interesting compentions were held which
also involved the audience and left them with
greater enthusiasm,

On the Final Day Rev, Nilesh Singh, Pastor of
Disciples Church of Christ and Rev, Bruce
Thangadurai, Pastor of Christ Church Cathedral
helped in giving away the prizes,

The third Youth Week was organized by 5t Paul’s
Church, The Word of God was shared with us by
their Parish members which enlightened us all,

On the final Day, the Guest of Honour was Mrs.
Mara Singh, The First Lady of CNI, SYNOD and
Director of Vikas Asha Kendra who helped m
giving away the prizes. The Youth Group of St
Paul's Church gave a small note of thanks and
chocolmes w0 differemt Church  Groups  that
partieapated.

A one Day Youih Reireat was held in 5.5, Philips
& James Church, Katni and in Sgoni Church,
Kachern Chowk respectively.

A Badmumon Toumament {Mixed Doubles, Men's
Doubles and Women's Doubles) was held at the
Robinson Hall, A Vollevball Toumament for men
also took place and it was graced by the presence
of Mrs, Nora Singh.

This vear holds a testimony that cven after ceriain
hurdles, the Diocese of Jabalpur was able 1o
suceesafully conduct the Youth Month through the
merey of our Lord Jesus Chrst.

We were all one in Christ and our Almighty God
helped us to be Strong and Courageous throughout
the competitions we took part in,

We would hike to thank our Honourable Moederator
Sir, The Maost Rev. Dr. P C. Singh, CNIL 5YNOD
for all his kind support and Madam Nora Singh,
First Lady of CNI, SYNOD for all her guidance
throughout,

We would also like to thank all the Pastors of
different Churches for their encouragement and the
Pastorate Commitiee members for their readingss
to help physically and financially.

We are grateful to all the parents who willingly
sent their children to join the Youth Fellowship and
we would really love to see the numbers grow, not
coly in the Youth Fellowship but alse all the
Sunday Schools where their roots in the Lord will
£el SIronger.

Above all we thank our Almughty God for
providing us with all the resources for having a
swecessful Youth Month 2021,



Youth Month
September 2021




L
Diocese Of Jabalpur
Church Of North India

Christ Church Cathedral Annual Fete 2021

Keeping to the radition which has been followed
by Christ Church Cathedral, Jabalpur for over
four decades, the anmial church fete this year
was held on the Tth of MNovember 2021,
However, adhering o the Covid-19 protocol as
imposed in the city, the fere had 1o be confined
only to the parishioners and the hostellers of both
the Christ Church Schools as an event 1o bring
the people closer to each other in the spirit of
enjovment,

The event began with a word of praver by Rev,
Shubh after which Mrs. Nora Singh, the first lady
of the Diocese declared the fete open, With this,
the games stalls and food stalls commenced and
there was a lot of enthusiasm among the visitors,
Mr. Philip Palmer and Rev Bruce Thangadurai
who were the comperes for the day made the
event lively and funfilled, As the day progressed,
we had a good strength of visitors who crowded
the stalls and were seen enjoying themselves.

The game stalls included horse race, car race,
pyramid, hoopla, etc, which gor the anention of
children and zrown- ups alike. There was a
variety of food stalls selling a wide range of food
iems right from snacks to meals most of which
were prepared by the parishioners themselves
and was appreciaed by all,

Apart from these stalls, games were organised by
Mr, Jason Langon for all the children present am
the vemue. All the children present at the fete
participated in various group events and games
with zeal and were rewarded as well for winning
the competitions which involved flat race, lemon
race, banana race, sack race, ete, There were
games organised for the adults as well and was
fun to witness them participate and win, We even
had tug-of-war between the vouth members and
later berween the married and unmarried men
and women members of our Church,

The finale event of the fete, the Lucky draw was
decided with the spinning of the number wheel,
The crowd presem held on to their raffle tickets
to witness their luck with the prizes, The prizes
of the lucky draw incleded -Refngerator,
Microwave | Mixer grinder, 2.1 Sound System |
Trolley bag, Induction cook top, Digital clock,
LED torch big and small and Steam iron press.
The prizes were won not only by the parishioners
but alzso by the others who bought the raffle
tickeis o suppon the church.

The purpose of the Christ Church annual fete is
o generate revenue which can be used for
mainienance of the Church and other purposes.
In the yvear 2015 the entire revenue raised from
the fete was donated towards the renovation of
the Ratanpur Church, a rural Church adopted by
Chirist Church Cathedral,

This year with God's blessing and the supporn of
the parishioners, we were able to raise 15% more
than the previous vear's annual fete revenue.
This will be used for the maintenance and future
projects for the betierment of our Cathedral,

The Church fete this vear too was a big success
and was possible because of the tireless efforis of
our fete conveners Mr. Abhay Sathe & Col.
Vinget Daniel, our two pastors Rev. Bruce
Thangadurai & Rev. Subha Venkatram, the
Church workers and the Women and Youth
Fellowship members who are the backbone of
our Church,

As a Church and its Members, we were able 1o
witness the guidance and providence of our Lord
and Saviour Jesus Christ through the success of
our Anmual Church, We thank Him for His
presence which made everything possible inspite
of the challenges and the uncertainties we faced.

Isaac A. Thangadurai,
Wiee-Mresident (Youih Fellowship)



Christ Church Cathedral
Fete 2021
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Nine Lesson Carol Service

The Messiah was bom two thousand
years ago in the linle town of Bethlehem
in a manger. He came to this world as a
reminder of God’s love for all of us, The
‘Mine Lesson Carol Service 18 a century
old tradition followed by the Christ
Church  Cathedral  which  involves
reading of nine scripture lessons
regarding the birth of Christ followed by
singing of carols after each lesson. The
service prepares us for the season of
Christmas and helps us o welcome our
saviour with a joyful heart. The service is
attended by the clergy of the church and
the schools that function under its name.
The head of the Cathedral, Bishop of
Jabalpur Diocese and other pastors bless
the occasion with their presence in the
service,

The first *Nine Lesson Carol Serviee’
wias held in Christ Church Cathedral n
1918 on the Christmas eve and was
planned by Eric Milner-White., Since
1919, the service has always begun with
the hymn, “Hark the Herald” or O Come
All Ye faithful” reminding us to prepare
ourselves for the season of Christmas.
The service has been continuing for more
than a century and is revered as a sacred
occasion which brings everyone together
for Christmas till today.

The service commenced in the evening
on 12th December, 2021, The Most Rev.
Dr. P C. Singh, Moderator of CNI,
Synod and Bishop of Diocese of Jabalpur
graced the service with his presence and
his blessings for evervone for Christmas.
He has always been supportive to the

activities of the Cathedral and a source of
encouragement to every Christian. Mrs.
Nora Singh, The First Lady of CNI,
SYNOD and Director of Vikas Asha
Kendra, Jabalpur, was also present. The
Cathedral was blessed with the presence
of many other dignitaries.

The service began with the Presbyter
in-charge of Christ Church Cathedral,
Rev. Bruce Thangadurai welcoming all
the attendees to the service followed by
Rev. Richard Rodgers performing the
opening prayver. “Hark the Herald® was
the first hymn sung to glorify the coming
of Baby Jesus. The song was sung by the
congregation in unison, praising and
honoring the occasion of Christmas.

The Pastorate Committee performed a

special number with four part singing
and lifted the Christmas spirit of
evervone, The service proceeded with
the mine lessons being read by the
different wings of the church and the
schools. Each lesson was followed by
singing of carols by the choirs
representing the groups and the schoaols.
The Christ Church Sunday  School
children presented the carols after the
first lesson, The children sang in the dark
with only a few lights on which gave a
heavenly feeling. The Christ Church
Youth Fellowship performed their carols
in the second lesson. The youth has been
very actively participating around the
city in many carol singing events and has
impressed many with the addition of new
members to the group.
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Nine Lesson Carol Service

The Third to the Eighth lessons were
read by the Principals of the various
Christ Church Schools which come
under Diocese of Jabalpur and the
students  participated in singing  the
carols for their respective schools. The
Third lesson was done by Christ Church
School for Boys & Girls 1SC followed by
Christ Church Co-Ed School, Saliwada
who did the Fourth lesson. The Christ
Church Girls™ Senior Secondary Schoaol
did the Fifth lesson while Christ Church
Boys® Senior Secondary School did the
Sixth lesson. Christ Church Jabalpur
Diocesan High School did the Seventh
lesson and Christ Charch Girle” School,
Vijay Nagar did the Eighth lesson.

The Ninth and the final lesson was done
by the Christ Church Women's
Fellowship. The Women's Fellowship of
our Church, comprises of women of
different age groups who come together

to glorify Christ in different church E'-m

activities and events,

Mr. Philip Palmer, active member of the
Church oftered the Offertory Prayer.

Mr. Nora Singh, The First Lady of CNI, | st

SYNOD and Director of Vikas Asha
Kendra gave the concluding narration on
the service,

The closing prayer was offered by Rev. B
Subha Venkatram, Assistant Presbyter of

Christ  Church  Cathedral.  The
Benediction was offered by The Most
Rev. Dr. B. C. Singh, Moderator of CNI,

Synod and Bishop of Jabalpur Diocese

who gave his blessings to all present in
the service.

The *Nine Lesson Carol Service’ was
concluded with the benedictory carpl
*Silent Night". The carol was sung by the
congregation by kneeling down, After
the service the cake prepared by the
church was served to everyone,

The *Nine Lesson Carol Service” 15 a
tradition which brings together the
people to ready their heans for the
Christmas season, With the ongoing
pandemic it was a relief that evervone
could get together to experience and
participate in this service.

Mr Samanth Gaikwad
Youth Member
Chrisi Church Cathedral

......
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Disciples Church of Christ, CNI, Jabalpur
World Sunday School Day 2021
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RAIN

. The journey that starts with the drops

It is the mother earth where it stops

Everyone is happy when it rains
They just enjoy forgetting all their
tensions and pains

Rain puts a big smile on farmers face
Because he knows his crops are going
to raise

Even the student are
comes the rain.
As it refreshes their brain

happy when

When the water drops meet the
ground,
It leaves such a pleasant smell around

The water drops that shines like a pear|
Fleases everyone whether it's a boy or
a qirl.

The greyish pearls is of course a sign
of hope.
For which everyone's heart happily
afloats 1!

DREAMS

Your dreams are yours forever
Your dreams are your source
For getting what you desire!

Don't let them stop you
Just have trust in your vision
I know you can shine through!

Take steps with ambition in your chest
Work hard and be prepared
For what's nexk!

Those who can't see themselves shin-
ing

Will be mocking you and making fun of
you

Just! keep running through the field of
dreams

And you will see them coming true!!

Don't let them set your limits
Because the only that could them is
youl!

Pranav Tiwary 9-C
Christ Church Boys'
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New Members on Board All We Can

The Jabalpur Diocese is please to welcome the following members mour All We Can (overseas) Team,

We pray for their well being and wish them well!

All We Can.

Ms. Sophie French, UK

Ms. Sophie French joined the Jabalpur Diocese as a Parmership Manager for CNI
at All We Can, London, She is also *Safeguarding, Impact and Learning officer” at

Prof William Ouende Opara, Nigena

Prof William Otiende Ogara is a borm again Chrstian and a family man. He is currently a Freclance
Consultant/Executive Coach targeting Senior Leadership in Churches, NGOs and Private Sector Organizations in
Africa and beyond, William brings with him rich experience from CORAT Africa (2 Pan African Leadership
Developmeni Eniiiy) spanning over 2 decades of work in Organizaiton Development and Change Management,
Leadership Development, Coaching Support, Risk and Corporate Governanee and Finanee Management. In terms
of honorary assignments he serves as Provincial Treasurer of ACK, Chair of Finance Committee of AACC, among

many ather pan African Organizanions,

In the ficld of Corporate Governance and
Leadership: William has since served in a
number of Boards, These include the two terms
at Central Bank of Kenya (eight years in total)
where he served as a Board Member and Chair of
Audit and Risk Committee of the Bank
2006/2015. He now serves in the Central Bank of
Seychelles Board. He has served as a Board
member at PWRDF, Canada and a Commitiee
Member of Church World Service USA. William
15 also invalved in occasional assignments on
requesi from IMF.

In the field of Strategy and Finance: William is
a Finance Expernt having qualified as CPA(K)
with PwC (formerly Coopers and Lybrand). He is
currently one of the facilitators at the Centre for
Corporate Governance, where he specializes m
strategy, risk and financial matters. William has
done a number of assignments in a number of
NGO's in some 15 countrics in Africa, Asia and
Europe. William holds a ceriificate as a Centified
Public Accountant of Kenya,

Academically and Professionally: William is a
Professor in Organizational Change in Renewal
He brings with him wseful experience of having
worked with an  International  Audit  firm,
presently Price Water House Coopers, where he
qualified as a Cenified Public Accoumant. In
addition, he has obtained the following academic
qualifications: B.Com (Hons) University of
Mairabi; MBA Brunel University, UK; PhD (in
Orgamzanonal Change and Renewal) from
Louisiana, USA.

Distinguished Awards: William is privileged to
have received several international distinguished
awards, These include one from the Primates
World Relief Development Fund, Canada
(2012); The Institute of Cemified Public
Accountams of Kenya as a Fellow of ICPAK
(2012) and the presently a Lay Canon of the
ACK Diogcese of Mairola,
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Workshop at Bandhavgarh Prof. Nivedita Abraham,
Consultang All We Can,
Diocese OF Jabalpur.

36 Youth artend 2 Day SYFC Workshop at Bondhavgarh Synodical Youth Fellowship Committee youth
Programme was held at Bandhagarh Tiger Reserve on November 2nd and 3rd. About 36 vouth representatives
from more than 7 Diocese anended the programme. The core objeciive of the programme was o help the youth
identify their calling 1o serve the Lord by way of different minisiries, including, helping them o identify their
calling.

After worship and prayers, Mr. Pivash Paul Singh. President, 5YFC thanked God Almighty and weleomed the
dignitarics and the panicipanis,

The Theme of the workshop was “we are called w serve”. After lighting of the lamp, Mr. Saumya Ranjan
Mehanty, Chief Coordinator, CNI SBSS narrated the journey and the propose of SYFC,  How SBSS has been
active in different locations and on different agendas and issues was highlighted o the vouth. The basic objeciive
was 10 develop sensitivity among the vouth on the issues like this and help themy to find ways and means
contribute hisher best to the community, Mr Mohanty also emphasized on understanding the nature of Injustice
and Slavery in modem times.

Every session concluded with some reflection exercise and group work, This made the scssions interactive and
lively.

It was also shared by the digmiares thar the basic objective of such Youmh Programmes is o develop the
leadership qualitics of the vouth lcaders and help them ke care of their respective churches and eventually
develop second line command and succession planning in the churches, One of the other issues among the youth
was gender representation amongst the churches. Some recognized that though there is negligent level of gender
imbalance i the local church but much gender imbalance existing at the Dioceisan and Svnodical level.

One the prominent Church Veteran, Mr, Surcsh € Jacob, (Treasurer CNI, SBSS) highlighted the N1 History and
significance of the different Boards in fulfilling the Mission of CNL He also bricfed the organizational structure
and different ministrics that help in achicving its missions and objectives,

The house was left with a couple of burming questions for them to reflect on. One of such question that the house
was left with was,” If sent from SBSS 1o do field work, which sector of the socicty would vou serve and why?

The afternoon scssion after the lunch was for sightsecing. Some could spot tiger, while some could not! The day
ended with the bonfire dinner and fellowship.

The next day started on the right note, with moming prayers and devotion. Mrs, Nivedit Mohanty, Resource
Person, took speeial session on Leadership and Youth, The session was engaging and interactive helping the vouth
1o recognize their role in the church minisiry.

Rt Rev. Manoj Charan, Bishop Diocese of Bhopal talked about the Church and Community on Socal lssucs.
While Bishop, The R, Rev M U Kasab, Chairperson OX1 SBSS, emphasied the need for awareness among the
vouth,

The dignitaries present apart from participants were, Rt Rev M U Kasab, Bishop of Marathwada, Br. Rev, Manoj
Charan, Bishop of Bhopal, Mr. Suresh C Jacob, Mr. Soumya Rajan, Mr. Mayank Thomas, Mr. Shitij C Jacob,
Prof, Nivedita Abmhbam, Consultant All We Can, Diocese Of Jabalpur,
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Diocese Of Jabalpur

Church Of North India

Mrs L A Sathe
Frigsapal
Chast Church By ™ S S Schaol

Founder's Day Commemoration Service
Christ Church Boys® Sr. Sec. School &
Christ Church Girls® Sr. See School

With the blessings and guidance of our Moderator,
Bishop and Chairman The Most Rev, Dr. B C.Singh
the traditional Founders Day  Commemoration
Service of the Christ Church Bovs® Senior
Secondary School and the Christ Church Girls®
Semor Secondary School was held on the st of
Movember, 2021 at the Chnst Church Cathedral |

This Thanksgiving service was started in the vear
15292 o memoriahize our Founder The Reverend
William Barker Drawbndge and all those who have
contributed to the development and progress of both
the institutions,

The procession of the flag beanng Captains and
Houge Captang of both the schools o the chancel
was followed by an hour long service, The Bible
lessons were read out by the Principal of the Girls'
School Mrs Precti Thangadurai and the Principal of
the Boys” schoal Mrs Luvy Mary Sathe.

The Founder'’s Day message was delivered by The
Revergnd Dinnis 5. Lal, General Secrctary of the
CNI Synod, Delhi He advised the studenis to be
commaned and persevenng in (heir acHons.,

A Collect remembering the Founders Former and
Present Chatnmen, Secrctanes,  Headmasters,
Headmisiresses, Teachers and old studenis was read
out by the Presbvier The Reverend Bruce
Thangadurai. The Fesponsive  Praise  and
Thanksgiving section was read out by the Reverend
Shubh.

The Cathedral echoed with the School Hymn and
oither hvmns that were rendered melodiously by the
COngreganon.

Adfer the Commemoration Service The First Lady of
the Synod and Diocese and Manager of the Christ
Chureh Girls” School Madam Nera Singh Aanager
of the Chrst Church Boys™ School Mr Suresh C.
Jacob, Principals of the  CNI Institutions, Mcmbers
of the Management, Stafl’ and Prefect Councils of
both the schools assembled in the Mary George Hall
and enjoved a sumptuous fellowship breakfast.




Diocese L'H Jabalpur
Church Of North India

Digital Churches

Training on Information Technology
for Pastors at Christ Church Cathedral

In response (o the COVID Lockdown and leckdown of Churches, the Bishop of Jabalpur, The Most Rev Dr, FC
Singh, also the Moderator, Charch of North India, envisioned “Dhgital Churches™!

The basic reason for Digital Churches is to conneet the congregation o the Pastors and Leaders 2o that Chureh
would not only be lmted 1o boundanes. One of the most effective measures 15 to connect onling with the bedy of
Chirist and cater o their spanitual needs at the tme of enses.,

22 pastors of Jabalpur Diogese, both from urban and remote rural argas were iwained on Information Technology
for Chureh Outreach on October 28, 202 1. This training was under the aegis of World Communion of Reformed
Churches, Germany.

These sessions on 1T ane follow up sessions after smart phones were provided 1o them, The sessions foeused on
the tratning on awdio viswal aid, use o spreadshect and excel and how to wse multimedia and powser point
presentalions.

The Most Rev Dr, P C Singh, also the Moederator, Church of Morth India was present to encourage the participants
of the raining,

Mr. Piyush Paul Singh, Principal Christ Church 1SC School and Mr. Malcolm Tully (Office Supenniendent) were
the resource persons for the raming,

Prof, Nivedita Abraham, Cansultant, also spoke a few words of encouragement 1o the participants,




ongratulations Rt Rev Ajay James
On Being Elected As Bishop Chhattisgarh
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My Neeraj David
On Being Appointed AS
SECRETARY
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Pivush Paul Singh

On Being Appointed as P
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Wish You All
A Very Happy
&

Pmspermls New Year
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